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ANC 68 voted unanimously at its June 9, 2026 meeting to send the following letter.
Dear City Council Members, City Council Candidates, and Mayoral Candidates:

DC's zoning restrictions against fast food completely miss the mark: they restrict
beneficial business activity while doing nothing about the harms that fast food
restaurants have actually been causing. City Council must override and replace them
as soon as possible.

DC Zoning law defines Fast Food as follows, Title 11, Subtitle B, sec. 100.2:

EEE

Fast Food, Restaurant: A business, other than a prepared food shop, where food is
prepared and served very quickly; and where the food is tvpically made of preheated or
precooked ingredients, served to the customer in a packaged form for
carrv-out/take-away, although it may be eaten on site.

Characteristics of a fast food establishment may include:

(a) Foods that are prepared by production-line technigues;

(b) Foods that are standardized foodstuffs shipped to a franchised establishment from
central locations;

(c) The establishment includes trash receptacles located in the dining area for
self-bussing of tables;

(d) Seating for customers, and

fe) Food served on disposable tableware.

An establishment meeting this definition shall not be deemed to constitute any other
use permitted under the authority of these regulations, except that a restaurant,
grocery store, movie theater, or other use providing carry out sales that is clearly

subordinate to its principal use shall not be deemed a fast-food establishment.

Lk

Note that nothing in this definition is what DC residents object to about fast food
restaurants! There is no good reason for the law to care about fancy kitchens or metal
forks, and most DC residents seem to quite like restaurants that provide seating and
trash bins.
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Instead, neighbors complain about restaurants that:

1) Do not take responsibility for customers littering outside the store

2)  Produce liquid grease that must be disposed of by a specialized sanitation
service

3)  Produce exhaust such as airborne grease and other volatile organic compounds
that create odors and deposit film onto the nearby buildings, plantlife, and
objects

4)  Provide food, water, and shelter to insects, bacteria, mold, and rodents

5)  Create noise, or noisy patrons, after 9 pm

6)  Rely on automobile traffic

For the first four problems (litter, grease, exhaust, and vermin), the solution is obvious
-- give more power to the Department of Health's Division of Food., Why are there a
dozen restaurants on Barracks Row (fast food and traditional) that are getting clean
bills of health, even though the residents can see these restaurants creating litter,
grease, exhaust, and vermin every day? Because the city is throwing too many
resources at the zoning end of the problem, and not nearly enough at the daily activity
end of the problem. The Division of Food's own website says it employs a mere "2
plan review sanitarians, 20 sanitarians, a licensing specialist, and an administrative
assistant” to inspect "over 6,500 restaurants." Does that look like enough? Or does
that look like the kind of lopsided ratio that would cause overworked civil servants to
only focus on the worst of the worst, while letting trash and rats be somebody else's
problem? A little more public money towards restaurant sanitation should produce
enormous public benefits.

Fixing the fifth problem (noise) means fixing DC's infamously unenforceable noise
ordinance. Under the District of Columbia Noise Control Act, certain decibel limits
only kick in after 9 pm, but the DC DOB unilaterally ruled that complaints can only be
brought by on-duty "qualified inspectors of the Department of Buildings or
Department of Licensing and Consumer Protection,” who aren't working after 9 pm.
This renders the civil enforcement provisions of the Act a dead letter. Simply changing
the Noise Control Act to accept evidence from private citizens would solve this
problem.

On that last problem (traffic), note that Title 11, Subtitle B, sec. 100.2 also defines
Food Delivery Services:
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Food Delivery Service: A restaurant, preparved food shop, or fast food establishment, in
which the principal use is production of prepared food for delivery to customers
located off the business premises. Seating and tables for customers may or may not be
provided for on-premises consumption, but if present are clearly subordinate to the
principal use of preparing food for delivery to off-site customers. Any establishment
that derives more than seventy-five percent (75%) of its sales from delivery orders will
be considered a food delivery service in all cases. This definition does not include

catering establishments.

EE 23

So a solution is already built into the law, ready to be deployed with one small tweak:
the Council must instruct BZA to focus on restricting Food Delivery Services from
opening near residential neighborhoods, or else require delivery in residential areas

to use bikes, scooters, and other safer means of transportation instead of automobiles.

With the legislative changes laid out in this letter, the city can direct resources to the
potential harms caused by fast food shops, instead of suppressing an entire business
sector. ANC 6B urges the City Council to amend the city's laws accordingly.

Yours in service,

ANC 6B
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Samuel Pastore
Chair, ANC 6B
Commissioner 6B03



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

