CO6B

Capitol Hill / Southeast

ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 6B
ABC COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT
September 5, 2026

1. Committee Introductions:

a.

Resident Members & Alternates: Chander Jayaraman, Russ Mawn, Chuck Burger

b. Commissioners: David Sobelsohn, Karen Hughes (Chair)

2. Guest Speaker - Cannabis Industry Update: Grace Hyde, Vice President of the
Regulated Cannabis Association of the District of Columbia (RCA-DC), and Vice
President of District Cannabis’ Vice President for Operations and Manufacturing

a.

The cannabis industry is entering a consolidation phase, with ABCA beginning
over the past 2 years to enforce licensing, moving DC away from the “gifting”
model of cannabis purchases. While there are 60+ stores in DC today, a
sustainable number is probably somewhere in the 40s.

Medical cannabis businesses in DC continue to be hobbled by marijuana’s federal
Schedule I drug status, which means that medical dispensaries are subject to tax
rule 280E, which limits their ability to write off business expenses and subjects
them to a much higher tax rate than other businesses in the District.

The renewal period for all medical cannabis shops in the DC area will begin in
December. ANC 6B can therefore expect most renewal cases to come before the
ABC Committee in January or February of 2027.

3. New Medical Cannabis Application: BluntSluts Cannabis Parlour, 1221 Pennsylvania
Ave SE - ABRA

a.

Shelby Fountain, co-owner of BluntSluts Cannabis Parlour, presented to the ABC
Committee, sharing that the business is focused on providing a community space
for women in the context of safe cannabis usage. They have an established,
successful store in Adams Morgan and are looking to expand to this second
location on Pennsylvania Ave SE. The committee had several questions about the
Safe-Use Treatment Facility endorsement application, with the main concern
being the potential for odor encroachment outside of the property’s walls. Ms.
Fountain shared with the committee that the filtration system mandated by law
and installed by the prior tenant (Bud Love — which also had a Safe-Use
Treatment Facility endorsement) has been inspected, and new filters have been
installed.

Given that the protest deadline is September 28, the committee reviewed the
proposed settlement agreement and voted 5-0-0 to recommend that the ANC
support the application of BluntSluts Cannabis Parlour, contingent on a settlement



agreement before the vote. The committee did not recommend inclusion in the
consent agenda.

4. Grocery Renewals
a. The committee invited and spoke to representatives from all four local grocery
stores about their businesses. No major challenges were identified, and the
committee voted 5-0-0 to recommend support all 4 renewals, and add this support
to the consent agenda.
i. ABRA-090639 — DCanter — Protest deadline Oct. 5, 2026
ii. ABRA-089539 - Yes Organic Eastern Market, Inc. — Protest Deadline Oct.
13
iii. ABRA-100872 - Trader Joe's East Inc — Protest Deadline Oct. 13
iv. ABRA-111567 - Capitol Supreme Market — Protest Deadline Oct. 13

5. Administrative Issue: Protest Template Review
a. The committee reviewed and discussed making future changes to a draft template
for protesting license applications. Resident members Burger and Jayaraman
offered to send in written comments on the current document.

6. Adjournment



