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ANC 6B September 2025 Public Safety Committee Report
for the hybrid meeting held on September 29, 2025, from 6:30 — 8:30p.m.

Committee Chair Brian Gorman, Commissioner, 6B04

AGENDA & REPORT

1. Welcome & Introductions
Chair called the meeting to order at 6:37pm.

Attendees

Committee Chairperson and Commissioner Brian Gorman [6B04]
Commiittee Vice Chair Chuck Schmoyer [6B03]
Commissioner and ANC6B Secretary David Sobelsohn [6B03]
Commissioner Gerald Sroufe [6B02]

Commissioner Sam Pastore [6B05]

Michelle Lieber [6B01]

Frank Boudra [6B01] — alternate

Ann Keep [6B05]

Lisa Matsumoto [6B06]

Kelly Waud [6B07]

Cinnamon Butler [6B0S8]

2. MPD Briefing: MPD 1st District Commander Colin Hall

Commander Hall provided an overview of crime trends in ANC 6B and MPD’s 1st District.

e For 1D, there was a 16% decline in violent crime and a 10% decline in overall crime.
These reductions follow decreases from the previous year, with particular success noted
in lowering robberies and carjackings.

Recent Incidents and Enforcement Actions:

e Three robberies involving juveniles occurred around the Potomac Ave Metro area within
the last 30 days, leading to resource adjustments to address the problem.

e A non-licensed dispensary was shut down at 214 2nd Street SE through an operation with
the Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Administration (ABCA). One person was arrested,
and ABCA changed the locks.

e An arrest was made of one of several brothers operating out of Potomac Gardens who are
linked to numerous shootings in 2022 and 2023.

e Anindividual ("Joe") who had taken up residence on Pennsylvania Avenue near 660
Pennsylvania Avenue was removed last week after months of work involving MPD and
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the Department of Behavioral Health (DMHHS). His property was removed, and he was
provided shelter.

A 17-year-old juvenile suspect was apprehended, charged as an adult, and is being held
for armed robbery, aggravated assault while armed, and possession of a firearm for the
attempted armed robbery of a firefighter on 8th Street NE, which resulted in the victim
being shot in the chest and the suspect being shot in the hand.

o In relation to the firefighter incident, the victim reported difficulty connecting
with 911. Commander Hall explained that the Office of Unified Communications
is understaffed and had 20 calls within 10 minutes that night. They are doing an
internal review, but the MPD dispatch occurred at 10:13pm, two minutes after the
victim's approximate call time.

A resident inquired about increased drug activity in the alley behind the 900 block of
13th Street SE. Commander Hall said the Crime Suppression Team is working with
federal partners on patrolling and observation in the area and asked residents to continue
providing specific details on vehicles, people, and times.

Federal Task Force and MPD Pursuits:

In response to a commissioner's hypothetical about a kidnapping by masked men,
Commander Hall explained that MPD officers would intervene and investigate. If
individuals claimed to be federal agents, MPD would work through their connections and
the task force. Commander Hall advised citizens who suspect a crime to call 911.

MPD is still operating in a task force posture with federal partners (DEA, FBI, ATF,
etc.), and MPD officers patrol with them nightly. MPD serves as a liaison because federal
officers often don't know the city and is a bridge to the community. Federal agency
officers typically wear a "tac vest type of look" identifying their agency.

The federal deployment has contributed to crime reductions due to increased law
enforcement visibility. The extra personnel help MPD redeploy to high-activity areas like
the Navy Yard, Potomac Ave Metro, and Barracks Row.

Car Chases: In response to a question about an incident involving a Federal Park Police
car chase, Commander Hall noted that Federal agencies like Park Police operate under
different pursuit protocols than MPD pursuits. An uptick in car chases is likely because
more federal agencies are conducting activities according to their own procedures.

Other Enforcement Issues:

In response to a question about bicycle safety, Commander Hall confirmed that bicycles
must follow basic traffic laws.

MPD combats large groups of motorcycles and ATV (like those seen after a recent
Nationals home game) by recovering parked vehicles or arresting riders while they refuel,
since pursuits are often too dangerous.

Staffing and Classification of Crimes:
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The MPD's staffing goal for the entire force is 4,000 officers, though 3,800 would be
decent number. 1D has about 264 officers total and would ideally have more than 300.
MPD is recruiting with a $25,000 signing bonus and a recent raise.

In response to questions about possible discrepancies in reporting violent crime,
Commander Hall noted that aggravated assault is not counted as violent crime in the
Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) system, unlike Assault with a Deadly Weapon (ADW)).
He explained that crime classification often involves judgment. Non-fatal shootings are
reported as ADWs.

DC Home Rule Legislative Issues

A resident member shared the work of the Council for Court Excellence (CCE) and its efforts to
preserve DC’s role in appointing its Attorney General and judges in response to Congressional
bills that would eliminate District input.

4.

The DC Attorney General (AG): A bill proposes that the AG no longer be elected but
be appointed by the President. CCE argues that making the AG a federal political
appointee would prevent district residents from holding the AG accountable, potentially
impacting the vigorous and ethical defense of residents' rights.

Judicial Appointments: A second bill proposes eliminating the Judicial Nominating
Commission (JNC). The JNC typically collects nominates three candidates for each
vacancy to the President, who then makes an appointment, which the Senate confirms.
The JNC process ensures local voice and Presidents have nominated JNC candidates.
Committee Action on Home Rule Bills: A commissioner moved that the committee
advise the ANC executive committee to vote on opposition to the bills. The motion
passed with eight in favor and two abstentions, recognizing the urgency of votes that
might occur in the next two weeks.

Discussion of DC National Guard's Role:

Commissioner Sobelsohn introduced an offer from the DC National Guard representative
Marcus Hunt to assign troops to help beautify the city (mulching, trash pickup, park
maintenance).

The Commissioner had drafted two resolutions for the full ANC to consider: one to reject
the offer, arguing against normalizing the presence of federal troops; and one to accept
the offer, reasoning that if the Guard is mandated to stay until November 30th, they might
as well do something productive.

Committee members leaned toward ignoring the request. Reasons cited included: it's not
an ordinary circumstance, and engaging in the activity would be demeaning to the Guard,
off task for their current purpose, potentially wasteful of resources, and would normalize
the federal presence. The committee decided not to make a formal recommendation.

Planning for the Next Session with the DC Attorney General:
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The committee discussed questions to raise with DC Attorney General Schwalb at the next
session. Questions included:

e C(larification on his jurisdiction for felony prosecution, particularly juvenile felonies,
given confusion over whether his office has a choice in prosecuting cases involving
individuals under 25 or 20.

e The reasoning behind his office’s involvement in more divorce and family court issues
(custody, parental support, domestic violence, child neglect) than in felonies.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:31.



