
 

 
 

 

 

   

 

ANC 6B October 2025 Public Safety Committee Report 

for the hybrid meeting held on October 27, 2025, from 6:30 – 8:30p.m. 

 

Committee Chair Brian Gorman, Commissioner, 6B04 

 

 

AGENDA & REPORT 

 

1.  Welcome & Introductions   

Chair called the meeting to order at 6:37pm. 

 

Attendees  

Brian Gorman, Chair and Commissioner 6B04 

Chuck Schmoyer, Vice Chair, Resident Member (RM) 6B03 

Gerald Sroufe, Commissioner 6B02 

David Sobelsohn, Commissioner 6B03 

Samuel Pastore, Commissioner 6B05 

Frank Boudra RM alternate, 6B03 

Lisa Matsumoto RM, 6B06 

Ann Keep, RM 6B05 

Kelly Waud, RM 6B01 

George Holman, resident 

Marco Temaner, resident 

John Leon, resident 

DC Attorney General Brian Schwalb 

DC Office of Attorney Genera (OAG) Assistant Director Juvenile Division, Chad Foster 

Aaron Jenkins, OAG, Communications 

 

2.  Attorney General Brian Schwalb 

 

The AG focused on public safety and the framework of the Office of Attorney General (OAG). 

He emphasized the OAG’s commitment to community engagement and supporting ANC 

Commissioners. 

 

Three Buckets of OAG Work: 

1. Traditional Legal Work for the City: This includes defending the city against lawsuits (ranging 

from slip and fall injuries to constitutional challenges), providing legal advice to agencies, the 

mayor, and the council, reviewing legislation, and handling tax, bond, and land use matters. 

2. Public Advocacy Role: This involves defending and protecting the public interest, traditionally 

meaning protecting seniors, consumers, the environment, tenants, and workers. This division 

handles significant affirmative litigation, including actions related to the "hostile administration". 



 

 
 

 

 

   

 

3. Public Safety Work: This primarily concerns children and families. It includes juvenile 

prosecution (led by Chad Foster in the Public Safety Division), as well as the work of the Family 

Services Division (child welfare system) and the Child Support Enforcement Division. 

 

Public Safety Strategy 

The OAG views public safety broadly, focusing on how to make D.C. "maximally healthy" 

rather than just prosecuting cases brought by MPD. 

• Nuisance Properties: The OAG uses civil tools to address properties defined by statute as 

having a pattern of gun, drug, or prostitution activity. 

• Illegal Guns: Since 97% of illegal guns come from outside the district, the AG has brought 

lawsuits against straw sellers, straw purchasers, and ghost gun manufacturers (using consumer 

protection laws). 

• Traffic Violence: The OAG prosecutes misdemeanor vehicular crimes. They also utilize the 

STEER Act to pursue financial consequences against scofflaw drivers who have large amounts 

of unpaid speeding tickets. The OAG has brought nearly two dozen STEER Act lawsuits in the 

last year, securing a first judgment against a driver (from Virginia) for over $78,000 in unpaid 

tickets. 

 

OAG Independence and Challenges 

The AG position became an independent, elected office in January 2015, following a 2010 

resident vote where over 76% of residents supported the change. The AG sees this independence 

as vital for ensuring accountability to residents and providing a necessary check on executive 

power. 

• Federal Actions: The AG noted that the office is currently under attack from the federal 

government. After the AG brought lawsuits against the Trump administration (for attempting to 

take over MPD and deploying armed out-of-state National Guard), a bill was introduced in 

Congress that would change the position back to a presidentially appointed, non-Senate-

confirmed role, making the AG accountable to the President instead of D.C. residents. 

• D.C.'s Bifurcated Criminal Justice System: Due to D.C. not being a state, the criminal justice 

system is complicated. The U.S. Attorney's Office (USAO) handles all adult felonies and 

virtually all adult misdemeanors. The OAG handles juvenile crime and specific adult 

misdemeanors. The AG asserted that D.C. needs a prosecutor accountable to the local 

community for the majority of crime prosecution. 

• Juvenile Crime and Prosecution: The AG noted that while juvenile crime gets media attention, 

90+% of arrests are of adults. Juveniles are the majority (about 51%) of arrestees in solved 

carjacking cases. When the evidence is sufficient, the OAG prosecutes carjacking cases at a rate 

of over 84-85%. Due to the juvenile system focusing on rehabilitation, cases must go to trial 

within a tight 30-to-45-day window. 

• Lowering Juvenile Age: The AG expressed strong opposition to proposals (supported by the 

USAO and pending in the House) to lower the age at which a child can be treated as an adult 

(Title 16) from 16 to 14. This could result in 14-year-olds being sent to federal prisons, a practice 

the AG stated does not make communities safer and disproportionately affects black and brown 

youth. 



 

 
 

 

 

   

 

• In response to a question from Vice Chair Schmoyer, the AG called the recidivism rates from 

the Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services (DYRS) "unacceptable". He sponsored the 

RODE Act to require DYRS to implement swift, individualized treatment plans for committed 

youth. 

• Forensic Lab: In response to resident member‘s question, the AG acknowledged that the 

Department of Forensic Science (the city’s crime lab) was unaccredited for many months, 

impacting the ability to prove complex cases like carjackings. Accreditation for DNA and drug 

testing is back online, but ballistics and fingerprints are still pending. 

• Housing Issues: The OAG receives input from ANCs regarding housing issues. They prioritize 

action against landlords based on the ability to have an impact and the number of affected 

tenants, focusing on the worst actors first. 

Community Questions and Concerns 

• Moped Enforcement: A resident noted his son was involved in a hit-and-run by a moped and 

asked for an update on investigating third-party providers. The AG said the OAG pursues both 

criminal charges against riders and regulatory/consumer protection actions against scooter/bike 

providers.   He had no comments on specific cases. 

• Truancy: Another resident member raised the importance of addressing truancy and curfews as 

preventative measures for youth. The AG agreed, citing the OAG's innovative pilot program, the 

Attend Program, which works with chronically absent youth and their families by addressing 

underlying causes such as safety, poverty, or needing to care for siblings, instead of prosecuting 

parents or referring children to foster care. 

 

3. MPD Crime Update (Captain Adam Crist) 

 

Captain Crist provided updates on recent crimes and trends: 

• Crime Trends: Crime in 6B is declining. Motor vehicle theft is decreasing. Overall property 

crime is down 31% for the year (45% for the last 30 days), and violent crime is down 43% for 

the year (57% for the last 30 days). 

• Recent crime events 

    ◦ Belga Incident: Four individuals were arrested for felony assault and felony threats. The case 

was quickly closed using a tag number and credit card records from where they dined previously. 

    ◦ Carjacking (8th Street): A scooter carjacking was reported involving three juveniles. One 

suspect was arrested and the scooter recovered. 

    ◦ Assault with a deadly weapon (ADW) on Penn Ave: An aggravated assault where the victim 

was hit with a chair was likely provoked by the victim using "fighting words" and racial slurs; it 

was not believed to be a random attack. 

•   In response to a question about the decline in crime, Captain Crist hypothesized that the 

decline is likely due to the decreased availability of easy targets (fewer cars left running with 

keys) and the increased deterrent effect of federal task force members who are willing to pursue 

chases and are "papering everybody right now". 

• Package Theft: Crist noted an uptick in package theft in Southwest Waterfront and encouraged 

residents to report all incidents, as multiple reports provide more evidence and solvability 

options. 



 

 
 

 

 

   

 

• BID Camera: Responding to a question from Commissioner Pastore, Captain Crist was 

unaware of a new camera installed by the Capitol Hill BID near Belga but recommended that the 

BID either connect the camera to the MPD Real-Time Crime Center or register a point of contact 

for detectives to access footage quickly. 

 

 


