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December 9, 2025 

 

 
Council of the District of Columbia 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20004 

Re: Ceremonial Naming of 400 block of 12th St SE 

 

Dear Council Members: 

 

At a properly noticed general meeting on December 9, 2025, with a quorum present, Advisory 

Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6B voted 9-0-0 to submit the following request to the Council 

of the District of Columbia. 

 

ANC 6B, at the request of the Capitol Hill Cluster School PTA, supports ceremonially naming 

the 400 block of 12th St SE in honor of Veola Jackson (1932-1991).  The 400 block of 12th St 

SE, which is fully within ANC 6B, contains Watkins Elementary DCPS and several residences. 

 

Ms. Jackon’s work as the principal of Watkins Elementary DCPS positively impacted both the 

400 block of 12th St SE and the city as a whole.  Ms. Jackson became the principal of Watkins 

in 1984, while still serving as principal of Peabody Elementary DCPS and Hobson Middle 

DCPS.  Her success in this role inspired DCPS to create the Capitol Hill Cluster School System 

in 1986 (https://www.capitolhillclusterschool.org/origin-story), which Ms. Jackson lead until her 

retirement in 1991.  Among Ms. Jackson’s greatest accomplishments was to racially integrate 

schools that had become de facto segregated, by proving to a then-skeptical public that such 

schools could be centers of academic excellence (https://www.hillrag.com/2019/10/09/veola-m-

jackson-1932-1991/).   

 

In accordance with Code of the District of Columbia § 9–204.21, we recommend a ceremonial 

designation (thus not affecting the legal or postal addresses) for the 400 block of 12 th St SE in 

honor of Veola Jackson. 

 

 

On behalf of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6B, 

 

Edward Ryder 

Chair, ANC 6B 

Cc: Vince Mareino, Commissioner 6B07 

700 Pennsylvania Avenue SE 

Ste. #2032 

Washington, DC 20003 

6B@anc.dc.gov 
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